
 

 

 

 

Health financing in times of COVID 19: Adaptative measures by countries, 
implications for future financing and lessons for others 

A P4H global learning event amongst P4H partners offered to its members 

 

When: 29 April 2020, 8:00 – 9:30 am (EST)  

How: Webex 

Chair: Irina Nikolic, Senior health advisor at the World Bank, Steering Group member of P4H 

Facilitator: Jean-Olivier Schmidt, Coordination Desk P4H 

Discussants: Eduardo Banzon (ADB, Manila), Lou Tessier (ILO, Geneva), Peter Cowley (WHO, tbc) 

Soonman Kwon Professor and Former Dean School of Public Health, Seoul National University, South-
Korea 
 
Dr. Kwon is Professor and former dean of the School of Public Health, Seoul National University (SNU) in 
South Korea and has held visiting positions at the Harvard School of Public Health, London School of 
Economics, University of Toronto, Peking University, and the University of Bremen. He was the Chief of the 
Health Sector Group at the Asian Development Bank (ADB) and is the founding director of the WHO 
Collaborating Centre for Health System and Financing. He is a board member of Health Systems Global (HSG) 
and has been a member of advisory committees to the WHO Alliance for Health Policy and Systems Research, 
GAVI (Global Alliance for Vaccine and Immunization), and the WHO Centre for Health and Development. 
He is currently the president of the Korean Health Economic Association and has served as president of the 
Korean Association of Schools of Public Health and the Korean Gerontological Society. He holds a Ph.D. in 
health economics from the Wharton School, University of Pennsylvania. 
 

Prof Yingyao Chen, Professor of Health Services at the School of Public Health Fudan University, China 

Yingyao Chen is Professor of Health Services at the School of Public Health, Fudan University (FUSPH), 

Director of the Key Lab of Health Technology Assessment (National Health Commission) at Fudan University, 

and Director of WHO Collaborating Center for Health Technology Assessment and Management. As well, he 

is the Associate Dean of the School of Public Health, responsible for international collaborations. He received 

his Bachelor of Medicine at Shanghai Medical University in 1991, his Master of Public Health at Shanghai 

Medical University in 1997 and earned his Ph.D. in Management at Fudan University in 2006. He took part in 

a visiting scholar program at the University of California, Los Angeles, 1999-2001. His academic interests focus 

on health technology assessment, health policy, health economics, and hospital management. He was a PI of 

several projects funded by the World Health Organization, World Bank, China Medical Board, Ministry of 

Health, Ministry of Science and Technology, National Natural Science Foundation of China, and provincial 

health authorities. He has published 150 papers in Chinese or in English, of which 140 in Chinese and 10 in 



 

English with first authorship and corresponding authorship. He is the editor-in-chief of Evidence-based Health 

Care Decision Making and Management, Health Services Evaluation and Disease Burdens of Main Birth 

Defects and Economic Evaluation of Their Preventive Strategies in China. He is a co-author of 14 books.  
He serves as one of board of directors of Health Technology Assessment international (HTAi) (2016-2019), 
WHO Expert Members for Guideline on Country Pharmaceutical Pricing Policies, WHO TAG on Health 
Benefit Packages, vice chairman of the Public Health Economics Committee affiliated to China Health 
Economic Association, vice chairman of Birth Defects Prevention Committee affiliated to China Healthy Birth 
Science Association, standing committee member of Birth Defects Prevention and Management affiliated to 
Chinese Preventive Medicine Association and the group leader of health technology assessment and economic 
policy, etc. 

 


