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Structure of the presentation 

� What is universal coverage in social health 
protection? 

� The unfulfilled promise: 
Global deficits in social health protection

� How to achieve universal access? 
� Is universal coverage in health achievable in an 

acceptable time frame?
� Conclusions
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What is universal coverage in social 
health protection?
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The unfulfilled promise: 
Global deficits in social health protection
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How to achieve universal access?
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Is universal coverage in health 
achievable in an acceptable time frame?

0
10
20
30
40
50
60
70
80
90

100

1920 1950 1980/1990 2007

Year

C
o

ve
ra

g
e

Germany

France

Korea

Thailand

Luxemburg

Canada

Mexico

Austria

Ghana
(estimate)



The ILO Campaign on Social Security and Coverage for All

International
Labour
Office

7

Conclusions


